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Reviewed by Vanessa Procor

What is im mcdi:lrcl_\' noticeable about Stella Picrides’ collection of haibun
‘Of This World' is the serength of the auchorial voice. The pocet is not afraid
to address the reader and this direer approach lends an auchoricative
tone to her work. That is not to say char there is condescension here, but
rather a sense of playful confidence. Picrides is not only a poct but also
an accomplished writer. She engages and continucs to engage the reader
from her first haibun ‘Cave World until the 48ch haibun ‘Before Words'.

In ‘Cave World” we become part of the half-lic world beeween che realm if

the real and che story we are going to be rold.

In chis well-structured collection Pierides explores her interest in
psychology while exploring the poct’s place in the world. “The haibun
clearly are *Of This World' taking us through the gamuc of human
cxpcr-icncc_ There are haibun about science, literature, philosophical
maceers and pressing political issues and embedded within these picees
we find myth, metaphor and memorics. Some of the picces are personal,

but never clovingl_v sentimental. Some haibun are about others, such as
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Amar in “The Handle” who must cope with living in a war-torn world, yet
still clings to dreams of a brigheer fucure. Occasionally Picrides” curn of
phrase is stardlingly original such as in ‘Shoes” which so concisely explores
the tragedy of the sinking of migrane boacrs from Africa and the Middle
East. She tellingly writes, “We poets, who put our heares in the shoes of the
hummingbird and the beggar poet, the little frog and che mighty spring
thunder, the car and the scar-scudded sky, are confronted wich a realicy
hard ro fachom.” There is a great deal Of"humzmit_\; in her work.

However, not all the haibun are serious. Picerides writes about googhng
herself in *Phishing’, the irony of adule relacionships in ‘In the Shade and
gains our attention using rhetorical questions, for cx:lmplc in ‘Shut-E_yc’
where we are asked, ‘Have you ever tried to fall asleep in Athens?” ‘The
author has and tells us racher humorously that it is ‘no mean feac’ duc to
the face that ‘Achenians never stop’ making noise in this colourful cicy.
So, Pierides not only writes well abour diverse and interesting subjects
and gives her haibun short and cacchy citles, she also skillfully uses che
art of'juxmposition in her haibun. So many pocts when writing haibun
carry on the thoughe or main cheme in the haiku, but not so Pierides. She
adds new dimensions to her writing through the additional clemene of
the haiku, for example in *Biting' where she ponders on the meaning of

lifc in just a few lines, she ends with che haiku:

midnight hours
the sound of his electrie
toothbrush

leaving a welcome space for che reader to make their own connections.

Picrides extends her work far beyond purely personal experience to
incorporate the universal and she docs ic seamlessly. *OFf “This World' is
a collection of fine haibun which is most definitely worth reading and

rcrcuding.



